
Joint Presbytery Meeting Highlights 

February 25, 2017 Trinity Presbyterian Church, Cherry Hill 

Folks from West Jersey and Monmouth Presbyteries began to 

filter in on a sunny, unseasonably warm February morning 

around 8:30 a.m. for the combined meeting. 

It was evident from the start that West Jersey had worked 

very hard to make Trinity Presbyterian Church a welcoming 

place with several staff and members on hand to greet, guide 

and facilitate a smooth check-in. 

Registration, a continental breakfast, and Mission Fair all took 

place from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 

 

  

Sherri Adler, Director of Genesis Center                     Robin Garzoni and Elise Russell of Camp Johnsonburg and  

                                                 Rev. Carlos Wilton of Pt. Pleasant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ruling Elder David Kershaw, Moderator of West Jersey, and the Moderator of Monmouth Presbytery, the Rev. Gary 

Filson called the meeting to order with prayer. 

 

 

.ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ aŀǘǘŜǿ мт мΥфΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƳƻƴΣ άDŜǘ ¦ǇΣέ ǿŀǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ǘƘŜ Rev. Carol Howard 

Merritt.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soloist Elizabeth Luthringer sang ά.Ŝ ¢Ƙƻǳ aȅ ±ƛǎƛƻƴέ during the offering. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/jc9shjoevs3xmq7/003.MOV?dl=0


 

 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ the Rev. Wendy Boer, Stated Clerk of West Jersey, 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wŜǾΦ /ŀǊƭ ²ƛƭǘƻƴΣ {ǘŀǘŜŘ /ƭŜǊƪ ƻŦ aƻƴƳƻǳǘƘ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅΣ ǇǊŜǎƛŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ¢ŀōƭŜΦ During the singing of 

the closing hymn, sign language (poetry in motion) was provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

Following worshipΣ ǘƘŜ wŜǾΦ /ŀǊƻƭ IƻǿŀǊŘ aŜǊǊƛǘǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀƴ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎΣ άwŜŦǊŀƳƛƴƎ IƻǇŜΣέ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

there was time for discussion.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Following lunch, the presbyteries once again gathered in the sanctuary to hear greetings and brief presentations from 

several guests.  Some are shown below.   

The Rev. Harold Delhagen, Leader of the Synod of the Northeast        

  

The Rev. SanDawna !ǎƘƭŜȅΣ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ {ǘŀǘŜŘ /ƭŜǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ t/ό¦{!ύΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

Leadership Connection  

The Rev. Ellie Johns-Kelley, Ministry Relations Officer 

Of the PC(USA) Foundation 

 

 

 

 

     Ruling Elder Sherri Adler, Director of Genesis Center     

                                                  Monmouth Presbytery  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Presenters not shown are Ruling Elder David Rauer, representing Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and  

Elise Bates Russell, Director of Presbyterian Camp Johnsonburg.     

  



To cap off the combined meeting of the two presbyteries, Rev. Debby Brincavalli, Executive Presbyter of West Jersey 

tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ǘŀƭƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎΣ άwŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ WƻǳǊƴŜȅΦέ  {ƘŜ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ 

the late Rev. Wendy Bailey, who at the time of her death December 20, 2016 was serving as General Presbyter of 

Monmouth Presbytery.  Rev. Brincavalli also celebrated the two talents and resources present in the two presbyteries 

and expressed her desire that the two presbyteries may engage in additional cooperative ministries in the future.                                                                                                                     

 

 
 

S 

Adjournment of the joint meeting into individual meetings took place shortly before 2:00 p.m.  Rev. Gary Filson called 

the meeting of the Monmouth Presbytery to order and convened with prayer. 

 

During the Committee on Preparation for Ministry report, the Rev. Merideth Mueller introduced Cynthia Wilcox, an 

Inquirer and member of the First Presbyterian Church, Manasquan, for approval as a candidate under care.  Ms. Wilcox 

is a senior at Princeton Theological Seminary.  After sharing highlights of her call and journey to ministry, and after the 

Presbytery questioned her on matters related to that subject, it was moved and carried to enroll her as a candidate.  The 

Moderator then asked Ms. Wilcox the questions to enroll her as a candidate under care. 

 
 

 

 

 


